HEXHAM

repair yearly on the day before that on which King Oswald was
afterwards slain, to watch there for the health of his soul, and
having sung many psalms, to offer for him in the morning the
sacrifice of the Holy Oblation/ For with the conversion of
Northumbria Hexham, four miles from the Wall, rose to im-
portance because of its famous church, built by St. Wilfred in
the years 674-678.

While Lindisfarne was the home of Celtic Christianity in
Northumbria, the Church of Hexham was intended by its
founder to be a monument to Latin Christianity and a centre
of Roman influence. Wilfred, who as Abbot of Ripon had
championed the Roman obedience at the Synod of Whitby, had
been made Bishop of York* Familiar with the churches of
France and Italy and their splendid ceremonial, he was a
great builder of churches and monasteries in his own country.
In 674, Ethsldreda, Queen of Northumbria, gave him the lands
of Hexham that he might build a monastery there. Wilfrid,
who had already collected skilled workmen for his churches at
York and Ripon, brought them to Hexham. It is probable
that he used the stone from the decayed Roman town of
Corbridge, for, built into the crypt, are stones bearing Roman
inscriptions. But of Wilfrid's church, dedicated to St. Andrew,
nothing remains but the crypt and the frith-stool or chair of
sanctuary. From contemporary accounts it was evidently a
splendid building in the style of a Roman basilica, richly
adorned with carvings and painting. Prior Richard says of it,
< Among nine monasteries in which the aforesaid bishop,
father and patron presided, and among all others throughout
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